
 

September 2018 Newsletter 

 
 (Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

2018 Calendar of Events: 
Mark your calendars. Programs and some event 

dates are still to be determined. 

Sept. 8: Preparing for Bonsai shows. 

Sept. 21: Friday 6PM. LSBF Speaker Tyler Sherrod 

at Mark’s house.  

Sept.23: 9AM Sunday. Bonsai Basics Class. Free. 

Oct. 13: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Nov. 10: TBD 

Dec.1-2: Japanese Garden Fall Festival 

Dec. 8: Christmas Party. 

 

 

 
A winning display from one of FWBS past shows.  

Learn about bonsai display at our Sept. meeting. 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 

 First off a big thanks to everyone who 

attended the FWBS annual business meeting. 

Including the board of directors we had 11 people 

show up for the meeting so I would say that was a 

good turn out. We changed this format so as not to 

take away our time during our regular Saturday 

meeting schedule. I appreciate all the input from the 

members who made some good suggestions for 

programs in the coming year. The meeting minutes 

have been made available to all members. Let us 

know if you have any questions or additional input 

on programs. 

 Speaking of programs we have had some last 

minute changes to the Visiting artist scheduled for 

Sunday September 23rd. We will now be moving this 

lecture demo to Friday September 21st. More 

information will be provided by our program chair. 

Just another quick note of gratitude to Mark Bynum 

for offering up his house for the lecture demo. And 

another big note of gratitude to Estella for stepping 

up to offer a Beginners class during the scheduled 

Sunday time slot. I know a lot of the new members 

have been requesting a “beginner” class lecture so it 

turns out great that Estella offered this service. Sorry 

for the mix up but LSBF failed to schedule the 

visiting artist and luckily Mark and Estella were able 

to accommodate this mix up. 

 Each year the LSBF brings in a visiting artist 

to visit all the bonsai clubs in Texas. If you are a 

member of the FWBS you are also a member of the 

LSBF (Lone Star Bonsai Federation) The visiting 

artist is something you do not want to miss. This 

years artist is Tyler Sherrod who has just returned 

from his apprenticeship with Mr. Shinji Suzuki in 

Japan.  

 A quick note that next years LSBF bonsai 

convention in Houston will be in conjunction with 

ABS (American Bonsai Society) So it will be a really 

big event. April 11- 14, 2019. So mark your 

calendars early. You won’t want to miss this event. 

 Please continue to visit the Fort Worth 

Bonsai website. Everyone is encourage to add bonsai 

related information. Im hoping we can get some 

more participation to generate interest in our 

club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


In addition to our new website we now have a 

Facebook page that is up and running. Please make 

recommendations for our site.  

Happy Styling,  

Dan 

 

September Meeting Programs: 

Preparing for Bonsai Shows 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 For our regular club meeting on Sept. 8th we 

will discuss how to prepare your trees for showing 

and bonsai show display basics. Everyone is 

welcome to bring an example of a complete bonsai 

show grouping. Since we didn’t get to set up our 

formal show this year this will let us display a sample 

of what would have been in the show. 

 

LSBF Speaker Tyler Sherrod 
 We had to change the schedule that had been 

discussed earlier for the LSBF speaker. We have 

Tyler for Friday night, not Sunday, so we can’t have 

a work shop with him on Sunday. However we will 

have the Lecture/Demonstration at Mark Bynum’s 

home starting at 6PM Friday Sept. 21st. Mark’s 

address is 2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane, Arlington, 

TX 76012. This is a special privilege to have Tyler’s 

visit sponsored by LSBF (the Lone Star Bonsai 

Federation) which sponsors a traveling speaker only 

once a year. 

Bonsai Basics Class 
 Since the LSBF program will be on Friday we 

have an unused room rented for Sunday Sept.23rd. So 

there will be a FREE Bonsai Basics Class and 

Workshop on Sunday Sept. 23rd at 9AM in our usual 

meeting room. Everyone is invited, whether you are 

a beginner, just want a review of the basics, or have 

a plant you really need help with designing. After a 

program on bonsai basics there will be a workshop. 

You may bring a plant from home or I will have some 

plants for sale.   

 

Last month’s meeting: 

Club Business Meeting. 
 Thank you to everyone who shared their 

ideas for how to make our club better. Also owed a 

big thank you are our officers who volunteer long 

hours and work hard so we can all have fun sharing 

our bonsai. 

 

SEPTEMBER BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 After last months triple digits hitting 110 

degrees and multiple daily waterings, I got low 

90’s and a week without turning the hose on.  The 

best advice I can give you is that you have to know 

your own backyard, plan for the normal 

conditions, and expect and be ready for anything 

else. 

 I think plants are more attuned to the varying 

length of days than to temperature to set their life 

cycles--dormancy, flowering, etc.  For example, the 

cedar elm sets buds in early August so they are ready 

to bloom with the first fall rain. That way its seeds 

have the best chance to get a root down far enough to 

survive the next summer.  It is probably not late 

enough for the bonsai to go into their pre-dormancy 

slow down period.  If they are still growing, continue 

twig pruning and other summer care. 

 There will still be some days with pretty hot 

temps.  So as the sun changes its angle make sure that 

the pots do not get too hot in the afternoon sun.  Also 

watering now becomes harder.  As trees slow their 

growth they do not take as much water.  Neither will 

they transpire as much on the cooler days.  So check 

each one separately and water as often and as much 

as the individual tree requires. 

 Help your trees go into dormancy.  The 

general rule of thumb on fertilizers is to stop giving 

nitrogen early in September and fertilize with one 

that has a formulation like 0-10-10.  They will need 

less water as they quit active growth but on warm 

days trees with green foliage will still transpire and 

will have need of that water.  Most tropicals have a 

dormant season also but it is usually caused by dry 

conditions rather than cold.  These types need to be 

hardened also by cutting the fertilizer to halt active 

growth and give them lighter watering.  This will 

enable them to withstand the transfer to the 

greenhouse better. 

 Check the trees you still have wire on.  When 

the cooler days get here some trees will expand their 

branches and get wire cuts rather quickly.  You need 

to check them periodically over the winter also.  

Winter growth will usually be pretty slow but can 

occur, especially on the evergreens.  Cut the wire off.  

You can easily break the branches trying to unwrap 

the wire and its just not worth trying to save the wire.  



Work from the outside end back so that you do not 

overlook a small piece of wire.  It would cut into the 

branch very soon. If you need to reapply some wire 

take care.   

 Two other things you can do now.  You 

should prepare your winter quarters and you should 

study your evergreen trees to determine if you need 

to do any restyling later on this fall.  Bonsai in Texas 

should be a year around sport, you don’t need to 

cover them completely like up north. Try to put them 

where you can see some of them.  Just remember that 

they will still need to be watered and evergreens will 

need some sun. 

 Check on the place you expect to winter your 

bonsai.  

(1) Make sure that it is clean.  Debris harbors insects 

and other plant pathogens.  A strong lime-sulfur 

spray can be used to disinfect the area as well as your 

growing area after the trees are removed. 

(2) Be sure that you will be able to check the water 

needs of the trees.   

(3) It should be somewhat protected from winds but 

should have some air movement to help prevent 

molds from developing.   

(4) Having it in a location where you can see the trees 

will allow you to enjoy the winter silhouette, i.e. the 

branch structure and twiginess, that is a great part of 

deciduous bonsai. 

 There is not too much that has to be done on 

deciduous trees at this time.  Bugs and other 

problems are usually not a matter of concern since 

the foliage will be dropping soon.  Evergreens and 

tropicals will still need to be watched for their insect 

problems, especially the spider mite which will be 

active into fall.  Use the organic spray formula to 

control them.  If we should have a stretch of damp 

weather you should be watching for fungal problems, 

leaf spot, mildew, etc.  Treat fungal with potassium 

bicarbonate, (baking soda-sodium bicarbonate- will 

work about as well).  I would be okay with using a 

1% hydrogen peroxide solution at this time of the 

year for fungal control.  

 The organic spray formula is one tablespoon 

each of liquid seaweed, fish emulsion, 5% apple 

cider vinegar, and molasses in one gallon of water.  

This supposedly can be used as a foliar feed but I 

only consider it an insecticide. 

 Pruning and trimming ‘can’ be done any time 

that there is not a lot of sap flowing but is usually 

advisable to do it during dormancy.  Sap flow is 

indicated by the foliar activity of the plant like in the 

spring.  If your tree went into summer dormancy 

which sometimes occurs during hot weather then the 

cooler weather might result in a larger sap flow in 

late summer or early fall.  If your plant gets a flush 

of new growth it would be advisable to postpone 

large pruning cuts for a while.  Basically let you tree 

tell you when it is ok to operate. 

 Check nurseries for possible bonsai material.  

When the planting season is over they usually put 

everything on sale to clear it out so they can fill up 

with Christmas trees.  Help your club officers by 

keeping a lookout for possible digging sites.  

Remember pastures and other open sites are usually 

better than forests for our type of material. 
 

 

 

 
 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 
Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruceharris8175@gmail.com  

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net
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